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Negro History in School

Curriculum

By CHARLES H, WESLEY,
URING my oxperionce us
D 4 teacher .of history at

Howard University, and as
us & student of history at sev-
cral of America's largest insti-
tutions, | have had mapy
opportunities to secure at firat
hand information concerning
the knowladge which many
students have had of the his-
tory of special periods and
nationalities, From the very
first, it has bheen amazing to
to mec that there should be
such an immense amount of
ignorance of the facts of his-
tory as they relate to the Ne-
#ro group, and such a hero
worship ol the.facts of history
us they relate to other groups
who live in America. But the
miin reuason for tnis lack of
acquatntance and of informa-

tion concerning the Negro
rronp 1A very cvident. [t is
not the fawlt of the student,

for his Interest in nearly every
vitse  has been eastly aroused
in pursuit of these unknown
fuers. The favlts may be quick-
ly lucated. ‘They may be tound
in 1he text books and In the
scnoo]  curricula. I have ex-
amined about twenty-five text
hnoks in the field of American
history—it could notr be ex-
pected that there would he a
Zreal relation hetweeu Negro
History and European History
for the Negro in Medicval and
Modern times has been almost
«w negligible fuctor in the hix-
tory Qf Europu—but among the
American History (exts thero
weree only two which marde any
other mention of Negroes than
s group of slaves und pauper
fren Negroes., Indlvidual Ne.
groes of merit are mentioned
in nonec.  Coming up under
such 4 aystem, it is very ap-
parent that Negroes cannot be
expected to know anything of
their pust,

It i6 & swad expertence in a
child’'s 1fe which brings 1o it
the reaiization for the first
time that there i» a political,
i soctal and an economic dif-
ferenee between himself and
his white pluymate around the
corner. 1t iy more untortunite
that this child must soon
roalize that his badge of color
in America Is & sign of subju-
gutlon, {nferiority and contembt.
Some of us may recall ruch
experiences in our own lives
or of those near us. My little
zirl came to me at one time
with her hands  very solled
after her play. | told her to g
immediately and wush Ther
hands. After t h e ¥y were
washed, «heo returned proudly
and aaid. “Gee. Duddy, U'm
white.” 1 replied, “No. girlie,
you are not." lHer answer In
4 very hopeful tone was,
“Well, 'm near.; white’: and
again 1 repilsd. “No. you are
not. You are 4 Colored Amer-
fean.” This experience is only
typicul of incidents which are
occurring every dayv in Negro
life in America. We may at-
tempt to withhold the informa-
tion as to color differences.
hbut ar long ax the child lives
in America, sooner or later the
rude shock must come of the
racial difference between it
and the child of fairer face;
and this child of ftair face
through the tradition of the
street comes to reaiize its su.
periority over the «hld of
darker face. In this way tne
traditions of raucinl differences
are porpetuated. It is the state-
nient of a well-known fact that
{f ractal relations are to be im-
proved, we must start with the
new generation. One shock
after anotber comes to the ris-
ing generation until the fron of
bitter disappointment is burnot
deep into their soulse. To the
one of color there comes the
inevitahle feeliug of inferiority
and the discouragiug expecta-
tion that the race to which he
belongs cannot and has not at-
tuined rvaciul dirtinctlon. To
the other, there comes the feel-
ing of superiority and the ex-
pectation that because of the
position of the group to which
he belongs, he must clalm the
reat of authority over Tis
durker brotber.

Shall we allow these vicious
impresaions to find their way
futo the finner fiber of our
American youth, or dhy # con-
scious effort of tcaching shall
we seck to remove them Dby
substituting for personal, paren-
tal and ractal traditlons the
more positive foundation of hix-
torical facts? Only ua study of
history in all of its phases and
of all of its people can meet
successfully the Dbitter -experi-
ences which are driven into
the inner selves of American
children by these first child-
hood cxperiences {n raclal con-
tacts. The correct information
may be obtained, ng mome of
ur have obtained It. in our
homes, at mother's and fathor's
knee. whero we learncd the
wonderful stories of timex past.
But the task of the home has
hoen rapidly taken over by the
school, hecause it can be car-
ried on more efticiently. Once
the oducation of the human
race was carrled on in the
home, and the great hody of
sartal tradition was transmitted
hy way of the pavent and the
rlders, In the process of evo-
lutlon, the schiool has tuken
over this function, for there

EDITOR'S NOTE: “Nagro
History in the School Curricu-
lum? 18 a monograph whicn
covers the substance of an ad-
dress delivered tefore the
Teachers’ Institute of the 10in.
13th Division and Allied High
and Normal Schools of Wash-
ington, D. C., January 30, 1925,
by Dr. Chas, H. Wesley of the
Department of History of How-
ard University. The speech nr
the monograph Is regarded Ly
leadinyg educators as a very
able treatise of a subject which
of late has increasingly en-
gaged the attentien of pedagog-
ists and Invited the Interes® of
students.

the Loy of organized knowl-
edge ix supposed 10 reside
eitner in books or in teachers,

History is nou longer the
story of ancestral greatness ur
tribal glory or nativual aggran-
dizement. It deals with the
entire past of humanity, with
ull men in all times and in all
places. It is the development
of man in his activities as u
social being. The curriculum,
#o tar as history i8 concerned,
should. embrace then the study
of the contributtons of ull
peoples. In the interest of a
better American nation, thisis
particularly true of tause pco-
ple who have contributed to
Amertcan History, It has been
a recognized favt among Amer-
ican historians that American
History shoud uot he stidied
without a correlation of it with
the hiscory of tihe ohl worll,
This bhas been  regarded  so
necessary that in the produce
tion of the importan set of
historiea  in the co-operative
gerics known as “The Amer-
fean Nation,” the first volume
was centitled “The LEaropesan
Rackground of American His
tory.” Thia connection  with
gurope In study s explained
#s necessary because the \er-
fean yvouth must take inte a-
count the origins and contris
bLutlons of the unations from
which our vivilizations have
been derived. The story of the
transfer and rhe evolatinn of
the contributions to  eiviliza.
tiva by the peoples of Eongland,
Ireland, France Germany,
Spuln and Holiand are passed

in review. Iu« it probable that
there is one group whose
origins and whuse contribu-

tions have heen neglecied hy
the historians  of  Ameries’s
pa«t? lg it true 1aat in the
chironirle of the American peo-
ple there ls a neglect of one
section ¢f this propte? These
questions must be answered in
the atflermative. Negro origins
amdl  Negro contributlons  to
Americn are unknown beeituae
of the 1ext book trecutment.
which is written as & rale to
support & particular racial bius.

and also becsuse there  are
teaciera who do noy know
thexe {acts, who de not care

to know them and wlho are i
different as to their diffuslon.

It is 1y special purpose in
the treatment which follows to
pursue the scholarly attitude.
to searcn for truth, to cvreate
interest In this ficld, to ac-
quaint students not only with
the factk which ure common
knowledge but niso the truth
from tidr neglected fleld. wtih
the hope that the tenchers who
read this may Dbe inspired o
equip themselves to become the
lantern benrers of the truth of
higtory to all young America.
it is hoped thuat the terechers
of the schoolx of ull groups
may foliow ‘he treatment of
this subject. Facts speak lor
themegelves. ‘They muy prove
disappoiuting to persousl opin-
jons, but the serlous scarcher
tor truth will expect to have
nis choicest opinfonx contro-
verted hy the dizcovery of new
facts.

1 want to ask you to think with
me briefly  concerning, first,
the study of the Negru in
Atricu; second, the study of the
Negro In America, and third.
the advantages wirich are to be
derfved from this study. In so
brief a treatise if 1 shall not
succeed In giving to you any
new information or uny really
new thoughta, as 1 briefly «ur-
vey this tield, [ shall Le satis-
fted {f 1 can convey 10 yull a
point of view—the tcacher’s
point of vicw In the teaching of
Negro history RO as o secure
the greatest value to all pupils,
The work of interraclal com-
mittees and peod-will attitudes
can he immensely advinced hy
s different point of view on the
part of the teachers of sociul
subjects.

1. The Negro in Africa.

In tae first place, 18t us nate
the place of Africa in any edn.
cational plan for the study of
the history of man’s past. The
civilzations of the Greek. the
Roman, the German. the Eng-
1sh, tae French and other -
tiong are aembraced 9 the
modern atudy of histnry. But
the treatment of the African
civilization has been left to
to Anthropology and to Ethnol-
ogys. Therefore. the first named
countries have a place in the
school curriculum, but the con.
tribution of the latter elemont
is neglected and denied n place
¢ither in courkes or in the
teaching of general history in
the modern school. The geog-
raphlos which are used in the

sehoots give pictures of naked
suvages in Arrica an examplex
of this peuple. While beautiful
pictures  of  Goth, Hun, and
Vandal warriors ¢lad in skins
-—-which were uset, by the way,
not 80 Much becituse of v do-
sire tu hide tneir paked bodies
us because of the requirements
ofethe cold climute—these ple-
tures give concepts to young
aAmerica of the glorles of the
European past. But why study
the tribes of one continent and
neslect the tribes on the other,

when hoth of them have con-
tributed 1o the waking  of
Awmerica?

There were kingdomg in

Afrlen as glorivus and as britl-
jant as those of the Goths, the
Vandais. the Huns, the Angles,
the Saxoas, the Jutes and the
Franks, There were govern-
ments, Liws, andustrial o and
econumic manifestations which
riviled the early kingdoms of
Europe. While German savages
were tighting and quarreling in
the forests of Germany., king-
doins  were  tourishing  in
Africa. The Arab conquests of
the seventh and eighth cen-
turies and the later periods
caused the decline of these
empires. The same fate might
have comea to Furope .f Charlex
Martel lind not wirned back the
castern  conguerors  as  they
were advancing into Furope it
Tours in TH20 There Christian
ad Monmnmedan civilizations
struggled, and it was deter
mined that henceforth  uvo-
pean  eivilization  should  he
Christian and  should  take
from the Fust only what was
tesirithle Tor jrs own advancese.
ment. In Atrwea, the Moham-
meadan waves of Ortoman and
Neljuk Turkg swept over the
African kKingdoms Jeaving only
ruins in their wake. Africa sod
Europe for centuries had with-
stoud  repeated ults, It
the  permanent oceupation ol
these periods gave to Northern
and Central Afrien - the same
lethargy which eame to Spain
until Fermdinand of Arugov and
Isabelln of Castile had freed
Span trom the Mohammedan
voke by capturing virunada in
7492 and  immediately  theve-
after the substitution of the
Inquisition and relizioue bigo-
try comtined the  decline of
Spanish civibization, R
In the stwdy ol history from
the texis which. are used in
one schools, AMriea §s regarded
only as o <ouree for s labur
supply. amd as the habitat of
savages through all times and
as the home of degraded civilt-

ations ang people. Unforin.
nateiy. the average lhistoriun
wao prepaces g histery  text

hook huows jittle about Africa
privr to the rlse of the Slave
Trade: andg more ynfortunate.
1y, i e daes know of these
Derete, he doox not see the pro-
priety of sating them 1o o »
reading public who wonid not
be vers well pleased with the
reaaing of {6 And yet, if tae
obieet o1 study s to seek the
truth, then it shonld be the
purpose ol the schools to give
the truth 10 the younger gen.
rraticns and not the conceits
which are narrowed hy the spe-

cinl interests of toxt book au-
thors,

There are volumes which ure
constantiy  bringing  into our

view new truth concerning the
ruces  of mankind and more
expeciadly  concerming  Africa
and its peoplex, The opening
af the tombs of Kings Tirbigua
amib Tutankamen  bas arodsod
new interes! in things Atvican.
The continued publicution of
the Harvard African Studies
has kept hetove the scholarly

world the newer discoveries.
Sclentific.  geographical  and
anthropologles]l  societies  uare

these facts presented
at thewr occasfonnl meetings,
Our own Smithsonton Institge.
ifon has not been negligent in
arvousing intevest in this field.
Not =0 long ago. | eame aeross
& bhulletin of the Geographical

naving

Npviety  containing an o article
under the caption, Did Africa
I'eople Europe?  Why should
not the schools jein in e

movement 10 discover and dis-
seminute new truth? OF course.
it s evident that tiie work of
rescarch in this field should be
uudertaken hy those who are
tradned lechnieally under com-
petent direction for tue pur-
pose, by those who umderstand
and by those who have visited
the Jibrariex of Kurope ane
North Africa in search of ma.
tertal.  Nevertheless, there s
a great hody of knowledge
witleh s available to all stu.
dents of history. and which alt
may read, understand and pass
on 10 another who does not
know, In order to he practical,
1 list & number of hookx whleh
Are aveesgible to teachers and
husy studenta, Numerous other
references to periodienl magn.
zines, to travels amd ohserva.
tions, 1o the annals of learned
aocicties nnd to volumea in tae
large Mbraries of Kourope amwl
America may  he  obtained
through  bibllographical alds.
Carllale, Wdward K., and

Josephine 1. Historical

Sheteses of 1he Ao HEAY

are Ringuom  of oni,

Neputed  Negra o NRalere o

Frypi, Rererences 1o Eihio-
pla In the Bihle, Queen of
Sheba, Mmnnibal, Septimus

.

severus, The Cosmos Press,
Cambridge. Mags., 191t

Lugard, Flora L. §. A Tropi-
¢l Dependeucy: an outline
of the ancient history of

tive Western Soudan, J. Nes-
bet & Co.. London, 1805,

FFrobenius, bLeo. The Voice of
Africa. London. 1913,

The Origm  of
Afriean Civillzation. Smith-
<onjan lustitutiou. Annual
Report, 1888,

Weiner, Leo. Africa and the
Discovery of America, 2 Vols.
innes & Sons, Philadelphia,
1020,

Ellls, George W. Negro Culture
in West Afrien.  Neagle Pub-
lishing Co.. New York. 1914,

Du Bois. Felix. Timbucto, the
Mysterious. Longmnus,
Greeu & (o, 1896,

Goodrich, Samuel G. A History
of Atricu, Loufsville, 1850,
Delafusse, Maurfce. Les Noirs
de LSAfrique.  Paris,
'iquet. Victor, l.es Civ
tion de ISAfrique du Nord.

Paris, 16069,

Huyford., Caseley. Gold Coast
Institutions.  l.ondou, 1603,

Burton, R. F. Wit and Wisdom
from West Africa. London,
1865,

Gay, JI. Ribliogruplie des Bur-
rages Relatifs a TAtrique.
San Remo. 1875.

Panlitsele, P. Die Afrika—

Literatur von 1.300 biw 17
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